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this does not mean that he is incapable of creating real
and appealing characters as well. Candida and St. Joan
are outstanding examples. Marchbanks, the young poet

in Candida, is another, and some of the low life characters^
Eliza Doolittle and 'Entry Straker are far from being
puppets.

A few of the plays are written without ulterior motive,

though most of them contain hits at something. Fanny's
First Play, You never Can Tell and How He Lied to Her

Husband are pure comedy. So, too, really is Candida.
It contradicts Ibsen's Doll's House by showing that a
woman need not necessarily go outside her home to
find an outlet for her abilities, but it is primarily a
character study. Most of the other pieces contain pro-
found ideas. These were implied in Ibsen's works. They
provide the action in Shaw's. The physical action is
slight, but there is an abundant interchange and conflict
of ideas. That is why Shaw's characters are so talkative.
He can make thrilling action out of an argument and his
dialogue is superb. It is remarkably easy to speak. It is
immensely witty and it can be amazingly beautiful as
anyone who has heard the inquisitor's speech in St. Joan
or Lilith's closing words in Back to Methuselah will agree.
It is true that Shaw has made few or no experiments in
new forms of dramatic expression. He had no need to
attempt any. Being concerned chiefly with the spreading
of ideas he found existing forms sufficient for his purpose.
He has never bothered greatly about construction. One
of his latest plays, The Millionairess > contains an array of
verbose and typically Shavian puppets who suddenly step
aside to allow the Inclusion of a poignant realistic scene
about a c sweatedy tailor and his wife. If any other
dramatist wrote so loosely constructed a piece it would
have to wait long for production. But then no other
dramatist possesses Bernard Shaw's compensating gifts.
Unquestionably he is sometimes a propagandist.
Occasionally, he strikes us as facetious and cheap. He